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Listing of Claims : 

This listing of claims reflects all claim amendments and replaces all prior versions and 
listings of claims in the application. Material to be inserted is in underline, and material to be 
deleted is in strikeout or (if the deletion is of five or fewer consecutive characters or would be 
difficult to see) in double brackets [[ ]]. Any and all cancellations are without prejudice. 

1 . (Currently amended) An exhaust system for a small watercraft, comprising: 

an exhaust chamber having a predetermined volume, within which an exhaust gas 
discharged from an engine flows, the exhaust gas containing water supplied at a position 
of the exhaust system; and 

an exhaust pipe configured to allow an inside of the exhaust chamber and an 
outside of the watercraft to communicate with each other, and h aving an upstream 
end portion in a flow passage of the exhaust gas, which is connected to the exhaust 
chamber and a downstream end portion in the flow passage of the exhaust gas, which 
is connected to a body of the watercraft so as to open outside the watercraft , the 
exhaust pipe being configured to discharge the exhaust gas from the exhaust chamber 
outside the watercraft . 

wherein the upstream end portion of the exhaust pipe is configured to protrude 
into the exhaust chamber to a vicinity of a lower end of the exhaust chamber and has an 
upstream opening end face that opens substantially downward in the exhaust chamber so 
as to be spaced apart a predetermined distance from an inner surface of the exhaust 
chamber which is opposed to the upstream opening end face, 
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and wherein th e predetermined distance between the inner surface of the 
exhaust chamber and the upstream opening end face satisfies a formula represented 
by: 

D/3<L<D 

where L is a distance between the upstream end face of the exhaust pine and 
the inner surface of the exhaust chamber which is opposed to the upstream opening 
end face, a nd D is an inner diameter of the upstream end portion of the exhaust 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) The exhaust system for a small watercrafl according 
to Claim 1[[2]], wherein the upstream opening end face of the exhaust pipe is 
substantially horizontal. 

4. (Currently amended) The exhaust system for a small watercraft according 
to Claim 1[[2]]„ further comprising: 

a water jet pump configured to extend in a longitudinal direction of the 
watercraft and to propel the watercraft: 

wherein the exhaust chamber comprises a first exhaust chamber provided on one 

side of the water jet pump to be located on an upstream side in the flow passage of the 

exhaust gas and a second exhaust chamber provided on [[a]] an opposite side of the 
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water jet pump to be located on a downstream side in the flow passage of the exhaust 
gas and configured to communicate with the first exhaust chamber through a pine 
member provided to ext end in a lateral direction of the watercraft over the water iet 
P um P> the upstream end portion of the exhaust pipe is connected to the second 
exhaust chamber. 

5. (Currently amended) A water-jet propulsion personal watercraft, 
comprising: 

a water iet pump configured to extend in a longitudinal direction of the 
watercraft and to propel the watercraft: 

an engine configured to drive the water iet pump a propulsion mechnniflm of thn 
wat e rcraft ; 

[[an]] a first exhaust chamber and a second exhaust chamber, each h aving a 
predetermined volume, within each of which an exhaust gas discharged from the engine 
flows, the exhaust gas containing water supplied at a position of an exhaust system 
equipped in the watercra ft. the first exhaust chamber being provided on one side of 
the water iet pump to be located on an upstream side in the flow passage of the 
exhaust gas, and the second exhaust chamber being provided on an opposite side of 
the water iet pump to be located on a downstream side in the flow passage of the 
exhaust gas and configured to communicate with the first exhaust chamber throug h 
a pipe member provided to extend in a lateral direction of the watercraft over the 
water iet pump ; and 

Page 4 - RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
Serial No. 10/763,465 

PACE 7/13 * RCVD AT 2/4/2005 6:29:41 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/2 * DNjS:8729306 ' CSID:50345£4142 * DURATION (mm-ss): 06-54 



132/04/2*005 15:36 FAX 5034594142 



AHMRT 



@00& 



an exhaust pipe configured to allow an inside of the second exhaust chamber 
and an outside of the watercraft to communicate with each other, and h aving an 
upstream end portion in a flow passage of the exhaust gas, which is connected to the 
second exhaust chamber and a downstream end portion in the flow passage of the 
exhaust gas, which is c onnected to a body of the watercraft so as to open outside the 
watercraft. the exhaust pipe being configured to discharge the exhaust gas from the 
second exhaust chamber outside the watercraft . 

wherein [[one]] the upstream end portion of the exhaust pipe is configured to 
protrude into the second exhaust chamber to a vicinity of a lower end of the second 
exhaust chamber and has an upstream opening end face that opens substantially 
downward in the second exhaust chamber so as to be spaced apart a predetermined 
distance from an inner surface of th e second exhaust chamber which is opposed to 
upstream opening end fac e, and 

wherein the predetermined distance between the inner surface of the second 
exhaust chamber and the upstream opening end face satisfies a formula represented 
bx: 

P/3<L<P 

where L is a distance between the upstream end face of the exhaust pipe and 
the inner surface of the second exhaust chamber which is opposed to the upstream 
opening end face, and P is an inner diameter of the upstream end portion of the 
exhaust pipe . 
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6. (New) The exhaust system for a small watercraft according to Claim 1, 
wherein the upstream opening end face of the exhaust pipe opens obliquely downward, 
and the upstream opening end of the exhaust pipe is spaced substantially equally apart 
from the inner surface of the exhaust chamber which is opposed to the upstream opening 
end face, over an entire periphery of the upstream opening end. 
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